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Name: James W. Knapp, M.D. 
 
Current Title and Department: Clinical Professor, Ophthalmology, UCSF 
 

 
Dates Attended:  Institution and Location:  Degree/Title: 
 
Education: 
 
1956 � 1959   Denison University   B.S. Biology 
    Granville, OH 
 
1959 � 1963   University of Cincinnati  M.D. 
    Cincinnati, OH 
 
1963 � 1964   Mt. Zion Hospital   Rotating Internship 
    San Francisco, CA 
 
1964 � 1967   Ohio State University Hospital Ophthalmology Residency 
    Columbus, OH 
 
Licenses, Certifications 
 
1963    Medical License, Ohio  
1963    Medical License, California (C29012) 
1970    American Board of Ophthalmology, Diplomat 
 
Principal positions held: 
 
1990 � present  UCSF, San Francisco, CA  Clin. Professor of Ophth. 
1982 � 1990   UCSF     Assoc. Clin. Professor 
1977 � 1982   UCSF     Asst. Clin. Professor 
1971 � 1977   UCSF     Clin. Instructor, Ophth. 
 
Ancillary positions held: 
 
1989 � 1996   S.F. SurgiCenter   Director, Ophthalmic Surg. 
1989 � 1993   St. Luke’s Hospital   Chief, Ophthalmology 
    San Francisco, CA 
1982 � 1994   Mt. Zion Hospital, SF  Assoc. Chief, Ophth. 
1969 � 1971   SF State University   Professor, Special Edu.  
 



Honors and Awards: 
 
1959    Denison University   Phi Beta Kappa 
1966 Honorary Member, Ecuadorian Ophthalmology Society 
 
Professional Organizations: 
 
1967 � present  American Medical Association (AMA) 
1967 � present  California Medical Association (CMA) 
1970 � present  California Association of Ophthalmology (CAO) 
1967 � present  San Francisco Medical Society (SFMS) 
1970 � present  Frederick C. Cordes Eye Society, UCSF 
1971 � present  Fellow, American Academy of Ophthalmology 
1979 � 1985   American Intraocular Implant Society 
1985 � present  American Society for Cataract and Refractive Surgery 
1987 � present  Hospital de la Familia, Guatemala (HDLF) 
 
Professional Activities: 
 
1968 � 1972   SFMS    Chair, Symphony Committee 
1975 � 1984   SFMS    Insurance Mediating Committee  
        (1981 �1984, Chair) 
1984 � 1985   SFMS    Alternate CMA Delegate 
1985 � 1991   SFMS    Director 
1982 � 1985   CMA    Appeals Committee 
1986 � 1990   CMA    Public Education Committee 
1986 � 1992   CAO    Third Party Reimbursement 
        Liaison Committee 
1990 �1994   CAO    Associate Vice President 
1992 � present  HDLF    Director 
 
Scientific and Professional Meetings Attended: 
 
International: 
1970    International Congress of Ophthalmology, Mexico 
1974    International Congress of Ophthalmology, Paris 
 
National: 
American Academy of Ophthalmology Annual Meeting: 1968, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1973, 

1976, 1978, 1983, 1985, 1987, 1992, 1994, 1995 
American Society for Cataract and Refractive Surgery Annual Meeting: 1978, 1979, 

1983, 1984 (paper), 1986, 1987 (paper), 1988, 1989, 1990, 
1991, 1992, 1995, 1996, 1997 
 
 

  



Invited Papers, Lectures, Presentations: 
 
1975 UC Berkeley College of Optometry  Ophthalmology Lectures 
        At winter meeting: 4 lectures 
1978 UC Berkeley College of Optometry  Alumni Assoc. Continuing Ed. 
        2 lectures 
1988 UC Berkeley College of Optometry  Alumni Assoc. Continuing Ed.  
        2 lectures 
1984, 1986, 1989  UCSF Dept. Ophthalmology Grand Rounds Principal Speaker 
 
1991 Pacific Coast Oto-Ophthalmological Society Invited Speaker: “Why Fold? A 
 Annual Summer Meeting    Look at Small-incision PMMA  
        IOLs” 
 
Postgraduate and Continuing Education Courses Attended: 
 
1968  Palo Alto Photocoagulation Course 
1979  Santa Monica Phacoemulsification Course 
1980  Northwestern Microsurgical Course, Bellevue, WA 
1986  Small Lens Implant Course, Monrovia, CA 
1967 � present Attended many other continuing education courses, many more 

than sufficient to maintain CME certification 
 

Teaching: 
 
1974 � 1989   Surgery 110 Lectures at UCSF Eye Clinic, SFGH, Mt. Zion 
1982 �1986   UCSF Lectures to Residents – “Contact Lens Basics” 
1972 � present  UCSF Attending Physician in General Eye Clinic 
1982 � 1990   UCSF Surgical Consultant for Cataract surgery at SFGH 
1989 � present  UCSF Microsurgical course for new residents – Intro to 

Extracapsular Surgery 
1992 � present  UCSF, VA Hospital Service; Cataract Surgery Consultant 
 
Pro Bono Activities: 
 
1987 � 1999  Eight visits to the Hospital de la Familia, Nuevo Progreso,  

Guatemala 
 

Head of the Eye Team on two-week combined medical-surgical expeditions to the 
Hospital de la Familia, built by members of a San Francisco men’s club, The Family. 
Each team performs 120 to 150 eye surgeries, mostly cataract and lens implants. 
Different teams go 4 to 5 times a year. Dr. Knapp sits on the Board of Directors.  
 

 
 
 



 
 


